the vessel containing it must be kept cool in the first stages of the operation, but in the following stages the temperature must be gradually raised until the contents boils. Absolute alcohol must be employed in the preparation of chloral, for if it is diluted, instead of chloral being formed we have aldehyd, acetic acid, and hydrochloric acid. Care is also necessary to-prevent the generation of such compounds as chloride of carbon and chlorous acetylene, which are dangerous. After the passing of the chlorine gas through anhydrous alcohol, the crude product is mixed with three times its bulk of oil When introduced into the alimentary canal, or under the skin, it produces first sleep, and then anaesthesia, but*n a lesser degree than when directly introduced into the blood.
3. In these cases there is some slight irritation, but nothing to be compared with hyperaesthesia."
